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PREFACE

The Fifteenth Census of Population and Housing (CPH) in Sri Lanka is set to take place in 2024. Generally, a CPH is
conducted in multiple stages following several years of meticulous planning. The current CPH completed its second
stage, which involves identifying and listing all buildings and their corresponding census units during the period from
October 2023 to January 2024. For the first time in 150 years of census history, data collection was facilitated with
the use of tablet computers. At this stage, the census block maps, which were prepared at the first stage of the census
were utilized and census units within those were identified. Accordingly, the listing officers assigned identification
numbers to the identified census units with a census label and collected information. Then the collected information
was subsequently uploaded to the central server of the Department of Census and Statistics. Eventually, the
transferred data is used to prepare the database for the third or the enumeration stage of the CPH.

Currently, the demand for timely data for administrative purposes, policy development, and implementation has been
intensified compared to earlier periods. This publication has been produced utilizing the aforementioned data in
response to the enormous need for statistics on buildings and census units. Furthermore, this will provide information
for Sri Lanka and twenty-five administrative districts.

A census is a highly complex data collection endeavor and it serves as the only source of detailed housing and
population statistics down to the lowest administrative level. The staff of the Department of Census and Statistics,
district and divisional level administration, and numerous other government officials work together to make this a
success and | acknowledge their continuous support in this regard with great respect.

| wish to extend my sincere appreciation to the staff of the Department of Census and Statistics, district administration
including District Secretaries, and all other government and institutional personnel who have contributed several
ways to the successful completion of the Listing Stage. Further, | would like to extend my appreciation to the public
for their invaluable cooperation in providing accurate information which was instrumental in this process.

| expect the fullest support from all stakeholders for the upcoming census activities and | hope that the statistics
contained within this report will significantly support for policy formulation and strategic planning activities.

D.D.G.A. Seneviratne

Superintendent of Census and Director General
Department of Census and Statistics

306/71, Polduwa Road,

Battaramulla.
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GTGUIT. % GTGUST. % GTGUdT. % GTGUdT. % GTGUdT. %
Gevniws 8,377,895 100 6,762,644 80.7 46,376 0.6 57,186 0.7 1,511,689  18.0
Clamepioy 931,589 100 751,585  80.7 6,833 0.7 7,277 0.8 165,894  17.8
SLoLIQDT 939,135 100 770,132  82.0 3,158 0.3 7,417 0.8 158,428  16.9
5@553IDD 469,590 100 385,987  82.2 1,626 0.3 3,012 0.6 78,965 16.8
e 529,850 100 434,327  82.0 2,002 04 3,610 0.7 89,911  17.0
LoAgseman 208,108 100 166,819  80.2 2,951 14 1,478 0.7 36,860 17.7
BrauGlgasiu 258,326 100 217,615  84.2 1,997 0.8 1,069 0.4 37,645 14.6
el 423,933 100 338,594  79.9 5834 1.4 3,184 0.8 76,321  18.0
LoAgseman 316,626 100 257,817 81.4 3,298 1.0 2,090 0.7 53,421 16.9
HAbuTEGEm et 260,218 100 208,561  80.1 2,363 0.9 1,426 0.5 47,868 18.4
wmpiLimenLd 233,108 100 186,925  80.2 919 0.4 1,030 0.4 44,234 19.0
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auayefluim 73,631 100 58,577  79.6 281 0.4 427 0.6 14,346 19.5
pamasEal 50,936 100 39,728  78.0 153 03 723 14 10,332 203
FaliClprs6 54,175 100 42,200 779 239 0.4 275 05 11,461 212
LOL L SEanLiL| 230,368 100 186,155  80.8 748 03 1,203 05 42,262 183
ALbLITE D 286,385 100 222,586  77.7 1,405 0.5 1,498 0.5 60,896  21.3
8 Cananmoama 168,772 100 130,713 77.4 868 05 1547 09 35,644 211
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INTRODUCTION
Background

The Census of Population and Housing (CPH) in Sri Lanka is the main demographic assessment conducted by the
Department of Census and Statistics (DCS) every ten years. This extensive national task aims to produce
comprehensive data on the size and composition of the population across the country, together with important
insights on a range of socio-economic aspects. The CPH has a wealth of information on the population and
housing, including demographic characteristics, educational attainment, health status, and living conditions. The
findings from the census serve as a vital resource for policymakers, researchers, and planners, facilitating
informed decision-making and strategic development initiatives at both national and local levels. Furthermore,
the CPH follows international guidelines and recommendations on censuses, which allows it to produce

internationally comparable statistics on the country’s population.

Census of Population and Housing 2024

As per the United Nations guidelines?, one of the essential features of a census is to ensure that every person
and household is counted accurately, without omission or duplication. Therefore, the CPH is conducted in four
stages, to meet the requirements for ensuring this feature. As the first stage of the CPH, the Grama Niladhari
Division, the smallest administrative division of the country, was subdivided into smaller sections called
enumeration areas, or Census Blocks. The boundaries of Census Blocks were carefully delineated to ensure that
no area was missed or counted twice. This process, known as the Census Mapping Stage, was successfully
conducted from 2016 to 2020. The second stage, listing all existing buildings in the country based on the Census
Block map, was successfully conducted from October 2023 to January 2024. Listing Stage involved identifying
and classifying buildings and census units within the defined Census Blocks, thereby establishing uniquely
identifiable census units. The third stage; the Enumeration stage, which counts people and their dwellings, will
take place in the fourth quarter of 2024. The Enumeration stage of the fifteenth Census of Population and
Housing (CPH) in Sri Lanka, was initially scheduled to be conducted in 2021. However, due to the COVID-19
pandemic and consequent economic situation in the country, the CPH has been rescheduled to 2024. During
this stage, individual, household, and housing information is collected using the prepared list of census units at
the Listing Stage. This list will also serve as the census/sampling frame for future censuses and sample surveys
that will be conducted to produce official statistics by the Department of Census and Statistics. The fourth stage,

Data Dissemination, will be completed in the first half of 2025.

This Preliminary report presents statistics based on the data collected during the Listing Stage of the CPH 2024,
which took place from October 2023 to January 2024. A key feature of this listing process involved identifying
and classifying buildings and their associated "Census Units." A building is defined as a distinct structure built on
the ground, enclosed by a roof and four walls. During Listing each census unit within a building was assigned a
unique number. In previous censuses, census labels were issued to identify a building or part of a building as a
separate “Census Unit”. At that time the initial building identification process was not applied like this time. The
concepts and definitions used to identify census units in the current census are consistent with those used in
previous censuses and when there is a deviation, specific notes are given for the user support. Accordingly, the
comparative statistics for the 1981 and 2012 census years, as referenced in this report, are derived from the

building listing summary documents of those respective Censuses of Population and Housing.

3 Principles and Recommendations for Population and Housing Censuses, Revision 3
https://doi.org/10.18356/bb3ea73e-en
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ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE OF SRI LANKA

Sri Lanka is divided into nine provinces, and a province is consisted with several administrative districts. Each
district is further subdivided into Divisional Secretariat Divisions (DS). These DS divisions are subsequently
segmented into Grama Niladhari Divisions, the smallest territorial entities where administrative functions are
carried out. Accordingly, there are 25 administrative districts in the country and there are 340 Divisional
Secretariat Divisions as of now. The number of DS divisions recorded during the Census 2012 was 331. The
difference in DS Division numbers are due to the revision which was announced in the Extraordinary Gazette
No. 2147/28 of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, issued on October 29, 2019. This revision included
the establishment of ten DS Divisions in Nuwara Eliya district where there were five DS divisions previously, in
Galle district the Hikkaduwa DS Division was split into three DS Divisions, in Galle district the Baddegama DS
Division was split into two DS Divisions and in Ratnapura district the Balangoda DS Division was split into two DS

Divisions.

Each Divisional Secretariat Division is further subdivided into Grama Niladhari Divisions and there were 14,021
Grama Niladhari Divisions in census 2012. However, this number has been revised to 14,008 due to various
projects implemented throughout the country after the period. The Moragahakanda project inundated five
Grama Niladhari Divisions in Naula DS Division of Matale district, and in the same district Kalu Ganga project
inundated eight Grama Niladhari Divisions in Laggala Pallegama DS Division, resulting 532 Grama Niladhari

Divisions for previously existed 545 Grama Niladhari Divisions and these contributed to the total revision.

The country’s Urban Sector is comprised with Municipal Councils (MC) and Urban Councils (UC), of which 29
MCs are in 21 districts and 36 UCs are in 17 districts. It is notable that five MCs and five UCs are located in
Colombo district, which has the highest population density in the country. Other than the MCs and UCs, 276
Pradeshiya Sabhas are covering the remaining areas of the country. A detailed breakdown of the administrative

divisions by district is presented in Table 01.

Furthermore, Sri Lanka comprises 22 Electoral Districts. The difference when compared to the 25 Administrative
districts is that, in Northern Province Jaffna and Kilinochchi administrative districts are combined to form Jaffna
Electoral District, further Vavuniya, Mullaitivu, and Mannar administrative districts together constitute the Vanni

Electoral District. Also, Ampara Administrative District is designated as Digamadulla Electoral District.
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Table 01: Distribution of Administrative Divisions of Sri Lanka by District

Divisional Grama Municipal Urban Pradeshiya Polling
District Secretariat Niladhari Councils Councils Sabha Divisions
Divisions Divisions
Sri Lanka 340 14,008 29 36 276 160
Colombo 13 557 5 5 3 15
Gampaha 13 1,177 2 5 12 13
Kalutara 14 762 13 33 13 8
Kandy 20 1,187 1 4 17 13
Matale 11 5321 2 - 11 4
Nuwara Eliya 10 491 1 2 9 4
Galle 22 895 1 2 17 10
Matara 16 650 1 1 14 7
Hambantota 12 576 1 1 10 4
Jaffna 15 435 1 3 13 10
Mannar 5 153 - 1 4 1
Vavuniya 4 102 13 -3 4 1
Mullaitivu 6 136 - - 5 1
Kilinochchi 4 95 - - 3 1
Batticaloa 14 3462 1 2 9 3
Ampara 204 503 2 1 17 4
Trincomalee 11 230 13 13 11 3
Kurunegala 30 1,610 1 1 19 14
Puttlam 16 548 13 13 10 5
Anuradhapura 22 694 1 - 18 7
Polonnaruwa 7 295 1 - 7 3
Badulla 15 567 2 1 15 9
Monaragala 11 319 - - 10 3
Rathnapura 18 575 1 2 14 8
Kegalle 11 573 13 -3 11 9

1 In Matale District as the ‘Kalu Ganga” and “ Moragahakanda” projects were implemented 13 GN Divisions were removed

from total 545 GN Divisions due to inundation .

2 Although the number of Grama Niladhari Divisions (GNDs) in Batticaloa district is given as 346, the actual number of GNDs is 345. Punaai
East GND (211B) is permanently in Koralaipattu North (KPN) Divisional Secretariat Division. Two villages Ridithenna, Jayanthiyaya which
are part of the Punaai East GND (211B) are temporarily attached to Koralaipattu central (KPC) Divisional Secretariat Division and this part
is considered as a separate GND for statistical purposes. Therefore, the number of GNDs in Batticaloa district is considered 346.

3 Five Urban Councils have been upgraded to five Municipal Councils by Gazette No. 2296/05 and 2296/37 dated 20.03.2023.

4 In Ampara district, given total number of DS Divisions (20) includes Kalmuani North Sub DS Division.
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CLASSIFICATION OF CENSUS UNITS

The concepts and definitions for the fifteenth CPH, have been prepared following the guidelines published by
the United Nations for the 2020 census round. Since these concepts and definitions apply to other countries
globally, the resulting statistics can be compared internationally. As a result, there may have been minor changes
in some of the concepts and definitions from previous censuses. Therefore, the additional information presented
in the tables should be considered when using the statistics in that table. At the Listing Stage of the CPH 2012
and CPH 1981, all buildings in the country were classified into three categories: '"Housing Units,' 'Collective Living
Quarters,' and ‘Non-Residential Units.' However, at the Listing Stage of the CPH 2024, the previously used
category 'Collective Living Quarters' has been divided into two separate categories: ‘Residential Institutions'
and 'Collective Living Quarters'. Therefore, in this listing, the census units are classified into four categories:

'Housing Units,' 'Collective Living Quarters’, 'Residential Institutions,' and ‘Non-Residential Units'.

In this context, the shelters designed for human habitation with a separate entrance distinct from other units
are classified as ‘Housing Units’. Households are identified within these Housing Units and are often occupied
by relatives. Further, in this Listing Stage, places that meet the three criteria for being considered a Housing Unit

and where up to four non-related individuals live together are also classified as 'Housing Units.'

The places where five or more non-related individuals live together, separated from other units, were classified
as 'Collective Living Quarters.' This category includes all hospital wards except hospitals where patients stay for
a long period, tourist hotels, boarding rooms, or chummeries. However, in the CPH 2012 and earlier, if the

number of non-related individuals was two or more, such places were classified as 'Collective Living Quarters'.

A special case of 'Collective Living Quarters' is identified as a 'Residential Institution,' which refers to a place
where a group of people who are bound by a common or specific purpose live together under the administration
of a main authority. This category specifically encompasses only, police and army barracks, hostels, elderly
homes, children's homes, institutions for the disabled persons, mental hospitals where patients stay for long
periods, leprosy hospitals, rehabilitation hospitals, prison camps, rehabilitation camps, prisons, the places where

priests of all religions stay including “Sanghavasa” and orphanages.

All other census units such as shops, malls, office buildings, fuel stations, school buildings, religious buildings etc.

which do not belong to the above three categories were classified as ‘Non-Residential Units'.

Any building or part of a building classified as described above, or several buildings used for the same purpose,
was referred to as a 'Building Unit' in 2012 and earlier censuses. In the 2024 census, this term has been changed
to a 'Census Unit.' Since there is no conceptual difference between the two terms, successive descriptions will

use the term as 'Census Units'.

Accordingly, the total number of census units reported at the Listing Stage of CPH 2024 was 8,377,895 (Table
02). This figure has been more than doubled over the past 42 years or increased by 144.7 percent, rising from
3,423,486 census units in 1981.
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Table 02: Distribution of Census Units by Unit Type in Census years 1981, 2012 and 2024

1981 2012 2024
Unit Type
Number % Number % Number %

Total Census Units* 3,423,486 100.0 6,769,131 100.0 8,377,895 100.0
Housing Units 2,943,610 86.0 5,773,678 85.3 6,762,644 80.7
Collective Living

rers ** 46,376 0.6
Quarters 80,140 23 69,805 1.0
Residential Institutions 57,186 0.7
Non-Residential Units 399,736 11.7 925,648 13.7 1,511,689 18.0

* Before CPH 2012, listed as Building Units

** |n 2024, a place is called a 'Housing Unit' if it meets three specific requirements and has up to four non-related people living there

together and the places where five or more non-related individuals live together, separated from other units, were classified as
'Collective Living Quarters. Before 2012, if the number of non-related individuals was two or more, such places were classified as

'Collective Living Quarters'

The majority of census units in the country have reported as Housing Units. In the listing of CPH 2024, this
proportion is more than three-fourths of the total number of census units, as in previous censuses. This time,
total number of Housing Units of the country was 6,762,644, which constitutes 80.7 percent of the total number

of listed census units of the country. In the CPH 2012, this percentage was 85.3 percent.

The number of Non-Residential Units recorded in the CPH 2012 has increased by 63.3 percent, rising from
925,648 to 1,511,689 in the 2024 census. Consequently, the proportion of non-residential units, which was 13.7
percent of the total number of census units in 2012, has increased to 18.0 percent of the total number of census
units in 2024.

Distribution of Total Census Units by District

The distribution of census units by district shows that nearly one-fourth of the total number of census units
listed are located in the Western Province. In contrast, districts in the Northern Province show a relatively fewer

number of census units.

Following Table 03 shows the distribution of Census Units by unit type and district.
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Table 03: Distribution of Census Units by Unit Type and District - 2024

Total Housing Unit Collective Residential Non-Residential Unit
District Living Quarter Institute
Count % Count % Count % Count % Count %

Sri Lanka 8,377,895 100 6,762,644 80.7 46,376 0.6 57,186 0.7 1,511,689 18.0
Colombo 931,589 100 751,585 80.7 6,833 0.7 7,277 0.8 165,894 17.8
Gampaha 939,135 100 770,132 82.0 3,158 0.3 7,417 0.8 158,428 16.9
Kalutara 469,590 100 385,987 82.2 1,626 0.3 3,012 0.6 78,965 16.8
Kandy 529,850 100 434,327 82.0 2,002 04 3,610 0.7 89,911 17.0
Matale 208,108 100 166,819 80.2 2,951 14 1,478 0.7 36,860 17.7
Nuwara Eliya 258,326 100 217,615 84.2 1,997 0.8 1,069 0.4 37,645 14.6
Galle 423,933 100 338,594 79.9 5834 14 3,184 0.8 76,321 18.0
Matara 316,626 100 257,817 81.4 3,298 1.0 2,090 0.7 53,421 16.9
Hambantota 260,218 100 208,561 80.1 2,363 0.9 1,426 0.5 47,868 18.4
Jaffna 233,108 100 186,925 80.2 919 04 1,030 0.4 44,234 19.0
Mannar 49,460 100 38,999 78.8 219 04 100 0.2 10,142 20.5
Vavuniya 73,631 100 58,577 79.6 281 04 427 0.6 14,346 19.5
Mullaitivu 50,936 100 39,728 78.0 153 0.3 723 14 10,332 20.3
Kilinochchi 54,175 100 42,200 77.9 239 04 275 0.5 11,461 21.2
Batticaloa 230,368 100 186,155 80.8 748 03 1,203 0.5 42,262 18.3
Ampara 286,385 100 222,586 77.7 1,405 0.5 1,498 0.5 60,896 213
Trincomalee 168,772 100 130,713 77.4 868 0.5 1,547 0.9 35,644 21.1
Kurunegala 700,183 100 561,823 80.2 1,309 0.2 3,977 0.6 133,074 19.0
Puttlam 332,627 100 267,338 80.4 1,693 0.5 1,820 0.5 61,776 18.6
Anuradhapura 386,807 100 301,902 78.0 2,523 07 4,174 11 78,208 20.2
Polonnaruwa 179,425 100 139,450 77.7 590 0.3 2,118 1.2 37,267 20.8
Badulla 323,139 100 262,599 81.3 1,407 0.4 2,341 0.7 56,792 17.6
Monaragala 210,175 100 167,510 79.7 2,100 1.0 1,449 0.7 39,116 18.6
Rathnapura 432,934 100 358,909 82.9 1,351 03 2,227 0.5 70,447 16.3
Kegalle 328,395 100 265,793 80.9 509 0.2 1,714 0.5 60,379 18.4
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Distribution of Housing Units by District

The number of Housing Units by district reveals that, as expected, more Housing Units have been reported in
highly populated districts of the country. As illustrated in Table 04, the highest number of Housing Units were
recorded from Gampaha (770,132) and Colombo districts (751,585) in the Western Province.

Table 04: Distribution of Housing Units by District

Housing Units Percentage within

District Total Census Units
Number % the Domain
Sri Lanka 8,377,895 6,762,644  100.0 80.7
Colombo 931,589 751,585 111 80.7
Gampaha 939,135 770,132 11.4 82.0
Kalutara 469,590 385,987 5.7 82.2
Kandy 529,850 434,327 6.4 82.0
Matale 208,108 166,819 25 80.2
Nuwara Eliya 258,326 217,615 3.2 84.2
Galle 423,933 338,594 5.0 79.9
Matara 316,626 257,817 3.8 81.4
Hambantota 260,218 208,561 31 80.1
Jaffna 233,108 186,925 2.8 80.2
Mannar 49,460 38,999 0.6 78.8
Vavuniya 73,631 58,577 0.9 79.6
Mullaitivu 50,936 39,728 0.6 78.0
Kilinochchi 54,175 42,200 0.6 77.9
Batticaloa 230,368 186,155 2.8 80.8
Ampara 286,385 222,586 33 77.7
Trincomalee 168,772 130,713 1.9 77.4
Kurunegala 700,183 561,823 8.3 80.2
Puttlam 332,627 267,338 4.0 80.4
Anuradhapura 386,807 301,902 4.5 78.0
Polonnaruwa 179,425 139,450 2.1 77.7
Badulla 323,139 262,599 3.9 81.3
Monaragala 210,175 167,510 2.5 79.7
Rathnapura 432,934 358,909 5.3 82.9
Kegalle 328,395 265,793 3.9 80.9
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As given in Table 04 Gampaha district accounts for 11.4 percent of the total number of Housing Units of the
country, while Colombo district accounts for 11.1 percent. Districts Kurunegala (8.3%), Kandy (6.4%), Kalutara
(5.7%), Ratnapura (5.3%), and Galle (5.0%) reported five percent or more. The remaining districts reported each
less than five percent of the total number of Housing Units of the country. Districts with the lowest number of
Housing Units are Vavuniya (0.9%), Mullaitivu (0.6%), Kilinochchi (0.6%), and Mannar (0.6%) in the Northern

Province.

Among all the districts, Nuwara Eliya district has reported the highest percentage of Housing Units (84.2%) as a
percentage of the total number of census units within the district. Conversely, the lowest percentage of housing

units was reported in the Trincomalee district (77.4%).
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Figure 01: Total Census Units and Housing Units by District
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Growth in the Number of Housing Units

The number of Housing Units reported in the CPH 2024 shows a 17 percent growth compared to the number
reported in CPH 2012. The highest rate of growth in the number of Housing Units was recorded in Mullaitivu
district, with a percentage of 100.3 percent (Table 05). Then, the highest growth was reported in Mannar (47.6%)
district, and the second highest growth was reported in Kilinochchi district (42.8%). Galle (9.8%) district recorded
the lowest growth rate in the number of Housing Units compared to 2012. In all other districts, the growth in the

number of Housing Units over the past 12 years has reported between 10 percent and 25 percent.

Table 05: Growth of Housing Units between census years 2012-2023

Number of Housing Units by Census year Percentage growth

District between two censuses
2024 2012

Sri Lanka 6,762,644 5,773,678 17.1
Colombo 751,585 631,749 19.0
Gampaha 770,132 646,907 19.0
Kalutara 385,987 331,354 16.5
Kandy 434,327 378,296 14.8
Matale 166,819 140,818 18.5
Nuwara Eliya 217,615 197,903 10.0
Galle 338,594 308,298 9.8
Matara 257,817 230,535 11.8
Hambantota 208,561 174,788 19.3
Jaffna 186,925 154,737 20.8
Mannar 38,999 26,428 47.6
Vavuniya 58,577 51,313 14.2
Mullaitivu 39,728 19,839 100.3
Kilinochchi 42,200 29,549 42.8
Batticaloa 186,155 152,164 22.3
Ampara 222,586 183,693 21.2
Trincomalee 130,713 109,883 19.0
Kurunegala 561,823 482,584 16.4
Puttlam 267,338 228,721 16.9
Anuradhapura 301,902 248,014 21.7
Polonnaruwa 139,450 120,591 15.6
Badulla 262,599 232,170 131
Monaragala 167,510 134,057 25.0
Rathnapura 358,909 318,676 12.6
Kegalle 265,793 240,611 10.5
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Distribution of Collective Living Quarters by District

The total number of Collective Living Quarters in the country is reported as 46,376 accounting for 0.6 percent of
the total number of census units (Table 06). By district, the highest number of Collective Living Quarters was
reported in Colombo (14.7%) district and secondly from Galle (12.6%) district. All other districts reported each
less than 10 percent. In the Northern Province, the majority of districts show percentages less than one percent
such as in Vavuniya (0.6%), Kilinochchi and Mannar (0.5% each), and Mullaitivu (0.3%). However, The Jaffna

district reports a percentage of 2 percent.

Distribution of Residential Institutions by District

The total number of Residential Institutions recorded in the country is 57,186 and it is 0.7 percent of reported
total census units (Table 06). The highest number of Residential Institutes is located in Gampaha district and it is
about 13 percent of total Residential Units. The second highest is reported from Colombo (12.7%) district. All
other districts reported less than 10 percent. Vavuniya (0.7%), Kilinochchi (0.5%), and Mannar (0.2%) districts are

represented as the districts which are having less than one percent of the Residential Institutions.

Distribution of Non-residential Units by District

Apart from the Housing Units, Collective Living Quarters, and residential institutions identified at the Listing
Stage, there are 1,511,689 census units classified as Non-Residential Units across the country (Table 07). This
represents 18.0 percent of the total number of census units of the country. In CPH 2024, more than 100,000 Non-
Residential Units have been reported from Colombo (165,894), Gampaha (158,428), and Kurunegala (133,074)
districts. These account for 11.0 percent, 10.5 percent, and 8.8 percent, respectively, of the total number of Non-

Residential Units of the country. The lowest number of Non-Residential Units is reported from Mannar district.
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Table 06: Distribution of Collective Living Quarters and Residential Institutes by District

Total Collective Living Quarters Residential Institutes

Number of percentage percentage
) Percentage Percentage

District Census Units to the total to the total
Number within the Number within the

number of number of

) Domain . Domain
units units

Sri Lanka 8,377,895 46,376 100.0 0.6 57,186 100.0 0.7
Colombo 931,589 6,833 14.7 0.7 7,277 12.7 0.8
Gampaha 939,135 3,158 6.8 0.3 7,417 13.0 0.8
Kalutara 469,590 1,626 3.5 0.3 3,012 5.3 0.6
Kandy 529,850 2,002 4.3 0.4 3,610 6.3 0.7
Matale 208,108 2,951 6.4 14 1,478 2.6 0.7
Nuwara Eliya 258,326 1,997 4.3 0.8 1,069 1.9 0.4
Galle 423,933 5,834 12.6 14 3,184 5.6 0.8
Matara 316,626 3,298 7.1 1.0 2,090 3.7 0.7
Hambantota 260,218 2,363 5.1 0.9 1,426 2.5 0.5
Jaffna 233,108 919 2.0 0.4 1,030 1.8 0.4
Mannar 49,460 219 0.5 0.4 100 0.2 0.2
Vavuniya 73,631 281 0.6 0.4 427 0.7 0.6
Mullaitivu 50,936 153 0.3 0.3 723 1.3 1.4
Kilinochchi 54,175 239 0.5 0.4 275 0.5 0.5
Batticaloa 230,368 748 1.6 0.3 1,203 2.1 0.5
Ampara 286,385 1,405 3.0 0.5 1,498 2.6 0.5
Trincomalee 168,772 868 1.9 0.5 1,547 2.7 0.9
Kurunegala 700,183 1,309 2.8 0.2 3,977 7.0 0.6
Puttlam 332,627 1,693 3.7 0.5 1,820 3.2 0.5
Anuradhapura 386,807 2,523 5.4 0.7 4,174 7.3 1.1
Polonnaruwa 179,425 590 1.3 0.3 2,118 3.7 1.2
Badulla 323,139 1,407 3.0 0.4 2,341 4.1 0.7
Monaragala 210,175 2,100 4.5 1.0 1,449 2.5 0.7
Rathnapura 432,934 1,351 2.9 0.3 2,227 3.9 0.5
Kegalle 328,395 509 11 0.2 1,714 3.0 0.5
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Table 07: Distribution of Non-Residential Units by District

Non-Residential Units

Total Number of

District Percentage to the Percentage
Census Units Number
Total within Domain
Sri Lanka 8,377,895 1,511,689 100.0 18.0
Colombo 931,589 165,894 11.0 17.8
Gampaha 939,135 158,428 10.5 16.9
Kalutara 469,590 78,965 5.2 16.8
Kandy 529,850 89,911 5.9 17.0
Matale 208,108 36,860 24 17.7
Nuwara Eliya 258,326 37,645 25 14.6
Galle 423,933 76,321 5.0 18.0
Matara 316,626 53,421 3.5 16.9
Hambantota 260,218 47,868 3.2 18.4
Jaffna 233,108 44,234 29 19.0
Mannar 49,460 10,142 0.7 20.5
Vavuniya 73,631 14,346 0.9 19.5
Mullaitivu 50,936 10,332 0.7 20.3
Kilinochchi 54,175 11,461 0.8 21.2
Batticaloa 230,368 42,262 2.8 18.3
Ampara 286,385 60,896 4.0 21.3
Trincomalee 168,772 35,644 2.4 21.1
Kurunegala 700,183 133,074 8.8 19.0
Puttlam 332,627 61,776 4.1 18.6
Anuradhapura 386,807 78,208 5.2 20.2
Polonnaruwa 179,425 37,267 2.5 20.8
Badulla 323,139 56,792 3.8 17.6
Monaragala 210,175 39,116 2.6 18.6
Rathnapura 432,934 70,447 4.7 16.3
Kegalle 328,395 60,379 4.0 18.4
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Figure 02. Distribution Census Units by Type and District — CPH 2024
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